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From New York to Bondi
Woods Bagot Floats Modular ‘Icebergs’
Design for Frozen Construction Sites

Woods Bagot New York has debuted a never before seen super-green building system that
reimagines and revitalises stalled construction sites as 100% recyclable, high performance
inflatable ‘Icebergs’.

Caption: Artistic impression of an Icebergs site in New York City, USA. (Credit: Woods Bagot)

Contemplating the blue-boarded frozen construction sites on his daily commute from Penn Station to Woods
Bagot’s former Garment District office, Woods Bagot New York Principal Jeffrey Holmes considered how to
reimagine and revitalise the City’s urban fabric with the promise held by such captivating physical spaces.

"Owners and developers are spending money every day to cover these idle sites, and people are hesitant to
build on them in the meantime," said Holmes. "We wanted to make something high quality with a real
presence to attract top-notch venues."

Innovative and iconic, yet flexible, dynamic and sustainable, Icebergs — like their namesakes, are created for
maximum impact with minimal means — multipurpose architectural placeholders until developers resurrect
their projects.

Conceived from ‘cradle to grave,” Woods Bagot’s temporary structure design features recycled, recyclable
and reusable materials that promote efficient delivery, installation, performance and disassembly whilst
maximising vital light and air connections. The design uses a modular and reusable steel frame, wrapped in
translucent polycarbonate panels at grade and topped by inflated pillows of super-lightweight ETFE (Ethylene
Tetrafluoroethylene). One-tenth the weight of a conventional US taxpayer building and able to be erected and
dismantled in days, Icebergs deliver speed to market, reduced labour costs, and minimise future
development hurdles.

CONTINUED



WOODS
BAGOT

Designed specifically to engage the audiences of brand and mission driven organisations, Icebergs are
unique physical spaces that support a wide range of uses: interactive “pop up” retail sites to exhibitions and
cultural events; from local start-ups and not-for-profit organisations to regional and global brands.
Programmed to flex and seem directly embedded in the city, Icebergs are an experience venue and a
marquee space where the building becomes iconic and the temporal architecture is an integral part of the
event.

“Embracing the financial and temporal realities of stalled sites, Icebergs represent fresh thinking about the
intersection of use, function and design. Icebergs reactivate and reinvigorate these now-dormant spaces.
This design initiative offers new opportunities for businesses and institutions to expand awareness, drive
engagement, build sales or advance their mission,” said Holmes.

Scalable and conceived to address a global issue through local results, each Iceberg’s off-the-shelf
components are reusable and easy to maintain — ensuring low life-cycle costs and a minimal environmental
footprint. Importantly, Icebergs are transportable in a single shipping container — easily set adrift to dilapidated
sites in cities around the world: from New York to London, Beijing or Bondli.
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ABOUT WOODS BAGOT

Woods Bagot’s commitment to global design excellence has resulted in a workforce of 500+ staff based in five
regions, in cities such as Abu Dhabi, Bahrain, Sydney, Beijing, Hong Kong, London and most recently San
Francisco, New York and Shanghai. Woods Bagot has also announced planning permission for what will be one of
the world’s most luxurious hotels at 10 Trinity Square, London and unveiled plans for the Middle East’s tallest tower
—at more than 1km high —in Dubai.

Woods Bagot’s Australian studios have recently completed several award-winning flagship projects, including ivy,
Sydney (with collaborative partners HP&G and Merivale), Qantas Interational First Lounges (with collaborative
partners Marc Newson and Sebastien Segers) and the Melbourne Exhibition and Convention Centre (with Joint
Venture Architects NHArchitecture and the Plenary Group). Recently unveiled by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and
Premier Mike Rann, Woods Bagot Adelaide has also designed the new $200 million South Australian Health &
Medical Research Institute (SAHMRI).

Note to Editors: Icebergs© created by Woods Bagot (with Design on Earth, ARUP, Pentagram and ERA).

To download select images, please access our FTP Media Site:
Site Address: ftp.woodsbagot.com

Username: NightOwl

Password: Media9999

Folder: 1-95-9999 (located within the subfolder ‘lcebergs’)
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